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8. BRUCHIGAVIA MELANORHYNCHA, Sp. nov. 

Pure white; back and upper surface of wings delicate ash- 
grey. First four primaries white, variegated with black, the 
first primary narrowly margined on its outer and marked dia- 
gonally on its inner vane; on the next the black increases, and 
forms a broad subterminal bar, which is enlarged on the two 
next, and decreases on the two succeeding ones, all being tipped 
with white. The fifth quill, which is ashy, has merely a sub- 
terminal interrupted bar of black. Bill black; feet blackish- 
brown. 

Length 14 inches; wing from flexure 11°5; tail 5; tarsus 
1°5; middle toe and claw 1°75; bill, along the ridge 1:5, along 
the edge of lower mandible 1°75. 

This bird may be readily distinguished from B. scopulina 
by its black bill and dark feet, those parts being blood-red 
in the other—and, on near inspection, by the different cha- 
racter of the markings on the primaries. All my specimens 
were obtained in the South Island. 

Wanganui, New Zealand, 

June 10, 1868. 


IV.—WNotes on Birds observed near Nynee Tal and Almorah, from 
April to June 1868. By W. E. Brooks, C.E. 


2*, Orocyrs catvus. I frequently noticed this Vulture 
both at Nynee Tal and Almorah. Other Vultures were seen by 
me, but I could not be sure of the species. As far as I could 
determine without shooting them, they were Gyps fulvus, G. 
indicus, and G. bengalensis, the latter being the most numerous. 


6. NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS. Abundant, especially at Al- 
morah ; even at elevations up to 9000 feet the bird is frequently 
seen. I shot one or two which did not in any way differ from 
those of the plains. 

The slight differences between the African bird and the Indian 


* The numbers prefixed to the names of the species noticed correspond 
with those used in Dr. Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India’. 
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(N. ginginianus), pointed out by Mr. Blyth in ‘The Ibis’ for 1866 
(pp. 233, 234), appear to me hardly sufficient to constitute 
separate species. I believe the difference to be merely the effect 
of climate, for a slight difference is generally to be observed in 
all birds common to different continents. 


7. GYPAETUS BARBATUS. This fine bird is not uncommon at 
Nynee Tal and Almorah, more numerous at the latter place than 
the former. I never found out where they breed ; for the whole 
country abounds with fine cliffs, and to search for the nest 
would be hopeless work. Though apparently going so easily, 
the speed at which the bird flies is very great, anda distance of 
ten or twelve miles is passed ina few minutes. It has a habit 
of quartering the ground on a hill-side in search of its prey in a 
very systematic manner. The bird goes backwards and forwards, 
two or three miles at a time perhaps, and at each turn it goes 
considerably lower down, till by this means it searches the whole 
hill-side. I have noticed some of the: Harriers (Circi) quarter 
their ground in a similar manner. While I was at Almorah a 
rabbit-yard was frequently visited by these birds, and rabbit 
after rabbit carried off. I only procured two specimens of the 
Lemmergeyer, though I had many shots. These birds appear 
to carry off more shot than even Eagles. 


17. TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUS. Tolerably common, I saw 
a young bird taken from a nest near Almorah. The colours of 
the adult male do not appear to be so pure as those of the 
English bird. The grey of the head is darker, I think, and the 
chestnut of the back more dingy. 


20. Hizrax reurotmus. I saw this little Falcon two or 
three times flying swiftly by, but I did not succeed in getting a 
shot at it. 


33. NIsaAETUS BONELLII. Frequently seen, but not so com- 
mon as it is in the plains. I saw a pair make a dash into a 
fowl-yard at Almorah, whence the male emerged with a fine 
young fowl in his talons, which he carried to the bottom of a 
small ravine and there began eating it. For a time the female, 
which had followed, contended with him for a share of the spoil, 
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but was obliged to retire. The ravine in which the robber was, 
was about 1000 fect below where I was, and I descended to the 
spot gun in hand. Being in the narrow ravine I arrived unper- 
ceived within ten yards of the bird, which looked suddenly up, 
turning upon me his keen angry yellow eye. He stared for 
nearly a minute at me, and then reluctantly flew down the ravine, 
leaving the remains of the fowl. At about forty yards he fell 
dead to my charge, which had done its work too well, cutting 
off the hooked portion of the bill. It was a very white-breasted 
specimen, the black lines being narrower than im any one 
I had previously shot. It was, therefore, not a very old bird, 
as the black markings on the breast of the young buff bird are 
very faint and narrow. This Eagle breeds in the plains in the 
Etawah district, the situation chosen being generally the high 
elay cliffs of the rivers Jumna and Chumbul. Two or three 
times I have known the nest to be builtin a large tree. In the 
cliffs the nest was generally about twelve or fourteen feet from 
the top of the cliff, built of sticks and twigs, two or three feet in 
diameter, and lined with a few fresh green leaves, upon which 
the eggs were laid. Whether the green leaves are renewed from 
time to time, or not, I cannot tell. Other Eagles, Halaetus leu- 
corhyphus and Aquila fulvescens, also place fresh green leaves in 
their nests*. The eggs were usually two in number ; but twice I 
found only one. Two were white, unmarked, but all the others 
sparingly blotched and spotted with light reddish-brown, 
sometimes intermixed with blotches of light reddish-grey. The 
largest egg measures 2°958 in. by 2:167 in., and the smallest 
2:583 in. by 2°041. Ihave a pair of eggs out of the same nest— 
one plain white, the other well marked. 


35. LIMNAETUS CRISTATELLUS. I shot one of these fine birds 
off the top of a blast-furnace, at the abandoned Ramgurgh iron- 
works. 


48. Potiornis TEESA. I only saw one of these birds, which 


I shot between Almorah and Binsur. It appears to be very rare 
in the hills. 


* [The Golden Eagle does so likewise; see ‘Ootheca Wolleyana,’ pp. 22, 
25, and 38.—Ep. | 
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56. Mitvus covinpa. Tolerably common both at Nynee 
Tal and Almorah, at both of which places it breeds about two 
months later than it does in the plains. 


73. Keruru FLavires. I saw one of these birds, which had 
just been caught. 


82. Hirunpo rustica. Common at Almorah, where it 
breeds. I never found the nest ; but I shot a fully fledged young 
one. 

814. Hirunpo ruricers. Tolerably common along the rocky 
streams in the valleys, where it breeds. 


85. Hrrunpo paurica. Common both at Nynee Tal and 
Almorah, also at Binsur, which is twelve miles further north 
than Almorah. The hill-bird is rather larger than that of the 
plains, and the red colour on the upper tail-coverts is much 
lighter in colour, being almost white at the terminal portion of 
the tail-coverts; in other words, the hill-bird answers perfectly 
to the description of H. daurica, and the bird of the plains to 
that of H. erythropygia. I believe the slight difference to be 
merely the effect of climate; for in voice, habits, and mode of 
breeding, the birds are evidently the same. The nest is always 
shaped like half of a retort, fixed to the underside of an over- 
hanging rock or cave, generally with only one entrance ; but my 
friend Mr. Horne has given me an account of one fixed to one 
of the verandah-rafters of a house, where there were two en- 
trances. In the hills I found the nest several times, sometimes 
in open exposed places, at other times where the rocks were 
overgrown with wood. The eggs mostly resemble those I took 
in the plains. In the plains the bird does not breed till the hot 
winds are over, end of June or beginning of July; but in the 
hills I found eggs nearly hatched in May. Others, at Binsur, 
Mr. Horne informs me, have only just laid in the middle of 
July. The hill-bird breeding in the verandahs of houses as 
well as in caves accords with the habit of the Chinese bird, the 
true H. daurica*. A few days since, I observed a pair building 
on the underside of the arch of a bridge, a situation generally 
chosen by H. ruficeps when there is water under the bridge. 


* See Mr. Swinhoe’s remarks, This, 1863, p. 256, 
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Only one bird of this species which I shot had the circular 
light markings on the under surface of the outer tail-feathers. 
If H. senegalensis has not the lower half of the under tail-coverts 
dark-coloured, as stated by Dr. Bree (B. Eur. ii. p. 176), it may 
be a distinct species. What the peculiarities of H. melanocrissa 
are, I have no means of finding out ; but certainly I should say 
that H. daurica, H. rufula, and H. erythropygia are just one and 
the same bird, a little altered in size and colour by the effects of 
climate. I notice that the extent of the chestnut collar varies in 
individuals. 

I noticed a white-rumped Martin at Nynee Tal, which I did 
not procure, also two brown Swifts, the larger of which was, 
perhaps, Acanthylis caudacuta. 


100. CyrseLts arFinis. Very common, both at Nynee Tal 
and Almorah. The eggs I took at Almorah, about the middle 
of May, are larger and finer than those taken in the plains. 


147. PALÆORNIS ALEXANDRI., Tolerably common. 
150. PALÆORNIS SCHISTICEPS. Very numerous at Nynee Tal. 


154. Prcus mIımaLAYAaNUs. One shot at Nynee Tal, and 
another at Binsur. 


159. Picus BRUNNEIFRONS. One shot at Binsur. 
161. Hyporicus HyperyTHRvS. One shot at Nynee Tal. 


199. CucuLus canorus. Common all over the district 
around Almorah, where the country is open. I have one egg, 
taken from a nest of Pratincola indica at Almorah, another 
from a nest of Copsychus saularis. 


212. CoccysTES MELANOLEUCUS. Seen a few times at Al- 
morah. 


214. EUDYNAMIS ORIENTALIS. Common at Almorah. 


23-4, ARACHNECHTHRA ASIATICA. Seen occasionally in the 
valleys near A]morah. On the banks of a small river there, 
I found a nest of this bird being built in May. The bird lays 
in March jn the plains. 


238. Dicmum minimum. Two or three shot at Nynee Tal 
and Binsur. 
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243. CERTHIA HIMALAYANA, Shot at Nynee Tal and Binsur. 


248, SITTA HIMALAYENSIS. Common at Nynee Tal and 
Binsur. 


254. Upupa epors. I frequently saw a Hoopoe at Almorah 
which must have been of this species. 


257. LANIUS ERyYTHRONOTUS. Common at Almorah, where, 
from the middle to the end of May, I obtained several nests, 
which, with the eggs, resemble those taken in the plains; but 
the bird appears to be lighter in hue, and the bay colour much 
paler. 


260. LANIUS Harpwicki. Frequently met with in the 
lower valleys, where it breeds about the middle of May. Both 
bird and its eggs are slightly larger than those from the plains. 


273. PERICROCOTUS BREVIROSTRIS. Seen several times in the 
well-wooded districts, where it was evidently breeding. 


280. Dicrurus LoneicaupATus. This is the common 
Drongo of the hills, and may be easily distinguished from D. 
macrocercus by its much smaller size, and by having the reflec- 
tions on the upper plumage much greener. The foot of the 
former is about half the size of that of the latter, and the under 
surface of the hill-bird is more of a dark smoke-grey than black. 
The bird of the plains, when mature, is pure black beneath, and 
the white spot at the gape is not always to be seen. 

The nest is usually fixed on the upper surface of a thin hori- 
zontal branch, about fifteen to twenty feet from the ground, at 
its junction with another horizontal branch, the nest being 
partly imbedded in the fork of the two. It is composed of grass 
fibres and roots, and lined with finer grasses and a few hairs. It 
is broader and much shallower than that of D. macrocercus. Out- 
side it is covered with spiders’ webs and small bits of lichen. 
The eggs, which are laid from the middle to the end of May, 
are four in number, sometimes only three, and measure 1 inch 
by °75 in., but vary much in size, shape, and colour. Some 
are buff, blotched with light reddish-brown and pale purple- 
grey; others are lighter buff (almost white, in fact), spotted and 
marked, more sparingly than the first-described, with the same 
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two colours, but each of a darker tint; others are white, marked 
sparingly with spots and blotches of dark purple-brown and 
reddish-brown and intermixed with larger blotches of deep 
purple-grey, the markings principally forming a zone at the 
larger end; others, again, are pale purplish-white, spotted with 
dark and light purple-brown, intermixed with spots and blotches 
of purple-grey. The shape of the egg varics as much as the 
colouring, some being of a fine oval form, while others are quite 
pyriform. 


288. TCHITREA PARADISI. Common in the valleys about 
Almorah, seldom coming up to the elevation of the town itself. 
I have two males, shot off the nest, in the chestnut plumage. 
The nest is a neat cup-shaped one, fixed to a thin branch of a 
tree by means of fine grass and spiders’ webs. It is composed 
of moss, fibres, and grass, and covered thickly outside with 
spiders’ web. The internal diameter of the nest is about two 
inches; and it is lined with fine grass. The bottom of that 
now described rests on a small twig growing out of the thin 
branch to which it is bound. The eggs are three in number, 
measuring °755 in. by ‘625 in., buff, sparingly spotted with 
reddish-brown and purplish-grey, tending to form a zone at the 
larger end in nearly every instance. They are laid about the 
third week in May. 


295. CRYPTOLOPHA CINEREOCAPILLA. Numerous at Nynee 
Tal and Almorah in April and beginning of May ; after that 
time scarce, but I saw the bird occasionally near Nynee Tal and 
at Binsur. It was breeding; but where, I never discovered. I 
once saw the parents feeding their fully grown young. 


301. Eumyias MELANOPS. The nest is usually placed in a 
hole in a steep bank-side at a tree-root, or hole in the wall of 
some unfrequented building, under the rafters of the verandah 
of a dwelling-house, or under the eaves of a house-roof. Once 
I found one in a small niche inside a small building (some six feet 
square) which formed a cover over a well. The floor was water 
about three feet deep ; and directly opposite the door was the small 
niche in the wall, about eight inches wide. Here the bird sat on its 
nest in full view of every native who came to draw water. The nest 
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is composed of moss and fine fibres, and lined with hair. The 
eggs are four in number, measuring ‘75 in. by °5 in., and in 
colour fleshy-white, clouded and finely mottled with pale reddish- 
brown at the Jarge end, so as to resemble some light-coloured 
varieties of that of the English Redbreast. They are laid from 
the 11th to the middle of May. 


310. MUSCICAPULA SUPERCILIARIS. Common at Nynee Tal 
and Binsur where wood was plentiful. The nest I never found, 
but I shot a fully fledged young bird, which was light brown, 
with numerous yellowish-white spots, principally on the upper 
surface. The female is of a plain brown with lighter under parts. 
This bird must breed early ; for on the 3rd or 4th of June I saw 
fully fledged young. From the strict watch it keeps over an in- 


truder, this bird is as difficult to deal with as the common Stone- 
Chat. 


343. MyiopHonus TeMMINcKI. I saw this bird several 
times, generally in rocky mountain-torrents. Its nest I did not 
discover. The song is pretty and quite Thrush-like. 


352. OREOCŒTES ERYTHROGASTER. Several times scen at 
Nynee Tal and Binsur, at both of which places it breeds. Mr. 
Horne found a nest at the latter, particulars of which I hope he 
will himself give to ‘The Ibis.’ The song of this bird is loud, 
sweet, and varied, hardly inferior to that of Turdus musicus. 


353. OREOCEHTES CINCLORHYNCHUS. Common at Almorah, 
and also found in the more wooded districts at Nynee Tal and 
Binsur, though preferring somewhat open places. Its song is 
soft and mellow, but not varied and impassioned like that of the 
last species. Its note of alarm is very Chat-hke, reminding one 
strongly of that of the Wheatear. The place for the Stone-Chat, 
I think, should be near the Thrushes. 

On the 26th of May I shot a female of this species at Almo- 
rah, and close to where she fell was a nest in a hole of an old 
retaining wall overgrown with grass. For hours the place was 
watched, but no bird came near the partly incubated eggs. Her 
breast was bare, as if she had been sitting on eggs. The male 
I had also shot shortly before the female. The nest was very 
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Thrush-like in form, and was placed in just such a situation 
as would have been chosen by a Ring-Ouzel. It was composed 
of fine twigs, roots, and coarse grass, and lined with finer grass. 
The eggs were four in number, ‘916 in. by ‘625 in., of a 
pale buff or salmon-colour, finely mottled, principally at the 
larger end, with very pale reddish-brown. Though they are 
not Thrush-like in colouring, being more like those of a Red- 
breast, I cannot believe that they belong to any other bird *. 


356. GEOCICHLA UNICOLOR. T shot two birds at Nynee Tal 
which must be of this species; but the bird is no “ Ground-” 
Thrush, but a true Turdus, more closely allied to T. iliacus than 
to any other species, and should stand as T. unicolor. The song 
is a hurricd one, delivered from the top branch of a tree, and 
somewhat resembles that of the English Missel-Thrush, not 
having much variety, and being often repeated. It is a restless 
bird, constantly flying from one tree to another during its song, 
and is shy and difficult of approach. One of my specimens is 
without spots, the other has a few faint brown ones on the upper 
part of the breast. They were breeding. 


361. MERULA BOULBOUL. Tolerably numerous at Nynee 
Tal and Binsur and all well-wooded districts. I never found 
the nest myself; but Mr. Horne did at Bheem Tal and Nynee 
Tal. He tells me it was placed sometimes on a rock-side, Ring- 
Ouzel fashion, and sometimes im a low tree, composed principally 
of moss and lined with grass. Eggs four in number, 1:166 in, 
by °833 in. Ground-colour greenish-white, blotched and spotted 
with reddish-brown, very closely resembling those of T. torquatus 
of England. This bird breeds in April and May. I shot full- 
sized young in June at Binsur. 


405. PoMATORHINUS ERYTHROGENYS. I saw this several 
times in thin jungle near Almorah, and shot one. 


411. GaRRULAX ALBOGULARIS. Tolerably common at Nynec 


Tal. 


415. TRocHALOPTERUM ERYTHROCEPHALUM. Common both 
at Nynee Tal and Binsur. By imitating the call-note, which is 
* (Cf Ibis, 1866, p: 874.—Ew.: 

ER 
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a sort of whistle, I have had a dozen of these birds within shot 
of me at atime. Mr. Horne found the nest at Binsur, but the 
particulars I have not received. 


425. TROCHALOPTERUM LINEATUM. Common everywhere. 
The nest was generally placed in a low tree or bush, where the 
foliage was thick, and was composed of grass, and lined with 
finer grass. The eggs are three in number, 1'083 in. by °75 in., 
of a light greenish-blue, the tint being the same of those of 
Acridotheres tristis. They are laid in the first half of May. 


444, Hypsipetes psarowes. The nest and eggs were found 
by Mr. Horne on the 27th of May, near Bheem Tal. The egg 
is white, spotted with dark and light brown and grey, showing 
much more of the greenish colour than other Bulbuls’ eggs do. 
It measures *925 in. by °75 in. 

458. Orocompsa LEUCOGENYS. I found this bird numerous 
at Almorah, and procured several nests between the beginning 
of May and June. They were placed in a bush or small tree, 
and were slightly built of fine grass, roots, and fibres. Eggs 
three in number, ‘925 in. by ‘583 in., purplish-white, speckled 
all over, but more thickly at the larger end, with spots and 
blotches of purple-brown and purplish-grey. 


461. Pycnonorus pyexzus. Common at the lower elevations 
where the country was open, and at Almorah. Nest and eggs 
the same as those of O. leucogenys, but the eggs generally a trifle 
smaller and more inclined to a reddish-purple tint. They are 
laid about the middle of May. 


470, ORIOLUS KuNDoo. Common at Almorah. I have fre- 
quently found its nest and eggs in the plains. The former is a 
slight grass cup, suspended by the edges between the forks of a 
thin horizontal branch. The eggs are precisely like those of O. 
galbula. 


475. COPSYCHUS SAULARIS. Common at Almorah and near 
all villages. The nest is formed under the eaves of houses, and 
in holes in trees; but the bird gives a decided preference to a 
dwelling-house. Like the English Redbreast, it is a most soci- 
able bird, and appears to prefer the proximity of man. The 
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song is a most agreeable one, poured forth from the topmost 
spray of some tree for hours together, in an impassioned manner. 
It possesses considerable variety, but the same strain is repeated 
numbers of times before the bird changes to another. I some- 
times thought that some of the musical ideas of the natives were 
derived from the song of this species; it is a great favourite 
with them as a cage-bird. The nest is formed of the materials 
described by Dr. Jerdon ; but in the hills moss is freely uscd. 
Eggs generally five in number, ‘925 in. by 583 in., greenish- 
white, spotted and blotched, principally at the larger end, with 
reddish-brown, the markings being sometimes intermixed with 
blotches of purplish-grey, so as somewhat to resemble those of 
the English Blackbird’s in miniature. They are laid about the 
middle of May. In one instance a Cuckoo’s egg was found in 
the nest of this bird. 


481, PRATINCOLA CAPRATA. Common on all open bill-sides. 
The song is pretty, and much superior to that of the next spe- 
cies. The nest is placed in a hole in the side of a low steep 
bank. In the plains I have always found the nest down disused 
wells, a small hole in the clayey side being chosen. It is com- 
posed of fine grass, roots, and fibres, and lined with hair. I 
have seen one thickly lined with human hair, the produce of 
some native hair-dresser’s performance. The eggs are four or 
five in number, measuring *708 in. by ‘583 in., and are of a 
pale whitish-green, spotted and blotched with reddish brown, 
sometimes in a zone, near the larger end. They are the prettiest 
Saxicoline eggs I have seen, and are much more boldly marked 
than those of the next species. I found the bird sometimes 
breeding on open hill-sides, or slopes covered with stunted 
bushes ; and what the situation of the nest could have been I do 
not know. The bird lays from the end of March or beginning 
of April to the end of May. 


483. PRaTINCOLA INDICA. This is the commonest bird of the 
hills where the country is sparingly wooded or quite open. The 
specific name should be abandoned, as it docs not in any respect 
differ from the European P. rubicola. Its notes and song, nest 
and eggs, are precisely the same. Out of a number I have shot, 


54 Mr. W. E. Brooks on Birds observed 


I can select some which are exact types of the English species ; 
others, the mature old males, attain to a finer and blacker plu- 
mage than that does, which may be the result of a climate more 
suitable to the bird. I sometimes shot quite a brown English- 
looking male from the nest. The extent of the white collar 
varies in every bird; so do the red of the breast and the black 
of the throat. From the large number of this species which I 
have had through my hands, E have no doubt of P. indica being 
nothing more than P. rubicola converted into a new species. 
The throat of the female I generally found to be pale brown, not 
white. Dr. Jerdon says, “ The wing, too, is somewhat longer than 
in the European bird.” Yarrell gives the length of the wing in the 
latter as “two inches and three quarters,” Macgillivray “2 42” 
inches, Dr. Jerdon ‘23 ;” the first and only bird which I now 
measure has the wing 2'625 in., or shorter than that of the 
English bird*. But slight difference in length of wing is no 
specitic mark, any more than slight difference in extent or distri- 
bution or intensity of colour. All these vary much, even in 
birds of the same species, in the same country. Mr. Blyth 
(Ibis, 1867, p. 13) says, “The voice of P. indica is notably 
different from that of the European P. rubicola.” With all 
deference to Mr. Blyth, who has, perhaps, done more for ornitho- 
logy than almost any one, I must say that I find the notes and 
song of the Indian Stone-Chat the very same as those of the 
English bird; and many a day have I spent in the hearing of 
the English bird when trying to find its well-concealed nest. 
When in Scotland in 1865 I very often heard the Stone-Chat, and 
brought back with me to India a vivid recollection of its notes 
and song. However, to settle the matter beyond dispute, I shall 
send home some skins of P. indica, shot during the breeding- 
season at Almorah, and also some from the plains during the 
cold season. At Almorah the young of the first broods were 
fully fledged by the middle of April. In the hills, the cultivated 
land on the hill-sides is all terraced; and to keep up the earth, 

* (Mr. Jenyns, perhaps the most accurate in these matters of all writers 
on British ornithology, gives (Br. Vert. p. 121) the length “from the 


carpus to the end of the wing two inches six lines,” i e. 2:5 in., or less 
than Mr. Brooks's specimen.— En. | 
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low retaining walls of dry rubble-stone are used. In course of 
time these low walls, generally only three or four feet high, be- 
come rather broken and overgrown with vegetation. It is in 
holes or hollows in these walls that the Stone-Chat delights to 
build, the situation of the nest being generally near the top of 
the wall. The nest is always more or less hidden by the plants 
which grow in all the crevices. It is generally composed of 
moss, grass, fibres, and fine roots, and lined with hairs and some- 
times feathers—in fact, just the nest of the English Stone-Chat. 
The eggs are five in number, and in size and colour exactly re- 
semble those of the English bird. They are laid from the end 
of March to June. In addition to the terraced hill-sides, the 
bird breeds on open uncultivated slopes where the ground is 
pretty well overgrown with stunted bushes which resemble the 
English blackthorn. In these places I never succeeded in find- 
ing the nest ; for the birds watched me more successfully than I 
watched them, and found me out wherever I had hidden myself. 
I have no doubt, however, that in this sort of places, without 
any broken walls or banks, the situation would be on the ground 
at the bottom of a stunted bush a foot or eighteen inches high,— 
as in England we find the nest at the bottom of a whin-bush, 
and rather at one side of the bush, the entrance being from 
above, not from the side, as in the case of the Whin-Chat. The 
bush-covered land was well frequented by Stone-Chats ; but the 
majority preferred the cultivated hill-sides. The eggs vary much 
in size, and are not so handsomely marked as some of the English 
eggs. 

486. PRATINCOLA FERREA. I saw a few between Almorah 
and Nynee Tal, but did not succeed in shooting one. 


517. ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLUS. I procured several speci- 
mens at Almorah in April and May, but apparently they had not 
begun to breed. 


547. SUYA CRINIGER. Common on hill-sides where low 
bushes were numerous. One nest, found on the 19th of May, 
was suspended in a low bush, and was a very neat purse-shaped 
structure, with an opening near the top aud rather at one side, 
composed of fine soft grass, ofa kmd which had dried green, in- 
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termixed with the down of plants, and lined with finer grass. The 
eggs were four in number, *583 in. by +458 in., white, speckled 
sparingly with light red, but having also a broad zone or ring of 
deeper reddish-brown very near the large end. This egg is one 


of the most peculiar and beautiful I have seen. 


554. PayLLoscorus TRISTIS. This bird should, I think, be 
P. rufus; the description is exactly that of the English bird. I 
have shot many specimens in the plains, and often heard the 
song, which, as far as I remember, is exactly that of the Chiff- 
chaff. I shot one specimen near Almorah, and saw others. 


560. PHYLLOSCOPUS VIRIDANUS. I have ten or twelve speci- 
mens, shot near Almorah, which may be of this species; but Dr. 
Jerdon’s descriptions of the Phylloscopine are so brief that iden- 
tification is difficult. I wish he had carefully pointed out the 
distinguishing characters of these birds. 


562. PuyLLoscorus inpicus. Frequently seen at Almorah. 


565. REGULOIDES SUPERCILIOSUS. Frequently seen on the 
way up from Kaleedoongy to Nynee Tal, in April, but I never 
met with the bird at Nynee Tal or at Almorah. It may breed 
on the Himalayan slopes before reaching Nynee Tal, or it may 
go much further north towards the snows. In the parts of 
Kumaon where I was, there were no dense pine-forests ; and 
whether this bird goes to such places for the purpose of breed- 
ing, or not, remains to be decided. I was much disappointed in 
sceing so little of this interesting bird when in the hills. I hope 
some one else may be more fortunate, and discover the nest and 
eggs. I shoot many in the plains in the cold season. 


572. ABRORNIS XANTHOSCHISTUS. One of the commonest 
birds wherever there are trees. I found one nest only at Al- 
morah, on the 15th of May; it was placed on the ground near 
the foot of a small bush on a sloping bank overgrown with grass 
and bushes, and was a large ball-shaped structure, composed of 
very coarse grass, moss, roots, and wool, lined with hair and wool. 
There were four, pure white, glossy eggs in the nest, ‘583 in, by 
“£16 in., much pointed at the small end. I shot the bird off 
the nest. Fully-grown young ones of this species were fre- 
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quently met with, even before the discovery of the above-described 
nest. 


583. Sytvia curruca. This bird, so common in the plains 
in the cold weather, I saw several times at Almorah, where, I 
think, it breeds. 


584. HenicuRus MACULATUS. Common on all mountain- 
streams. Near Bheem Tal, on the 27th of May, Mr. Horne 
found the nest placed in the side of a rocky watercourse. It 
was large and composed of moss and fibres. The eggs are 
three or four in number, 1 inch by °625 in., white, with a faint 
shade of green, speckled rather sparingly with rusty brown. 

I saw some Yellow Wagtails (Budytes) at Nynee Tal, but did 
not determine the species. This was in April; and on my return 
to that place in June they were no longer to be found. 


596. Preastes aciLis. Frequently seen in April and May; 
but I think it went further north to breed. 


604. Acroproma SORDIDA. Breeds at Almorah and other 
places near, on lonely unfrequented hill-sides. I saw the old 
birds feeding their fully-grown young. The male has a mono- 
tonous song, much inferior to that of the English Titlark. 


606. HETERURA syLvana. Very common on all the open 
hill-sides. In its habits it is quite a Rock-Pipit ; its song is a 
loud one, of two notes only, delivered sometimes as it flies, and 
sometimes from its seat on the top of a rock. Though I saw 
the old birds feeding their young, I never found the nest, 


607. COCHOA PURPUREA. Frequently met with at Binsur 
and Nynee Tal. I shot two or three. 


609. PreRUTHIUS ERYTHROPTERUS. One shot at Nynee Tal. 


631. ZosTEROPS PALPEBROSUS. Very common both at Nynce 
Tal and Almorah. The nest is generally suspended among the 
leaves of a bush, or in the lower outside branches of a tree. It 
is a neat slight little cup, an inch and three quarters in diameter, 
composed of fine roots, fibres, and cobwebs intermixed with 
some down of plants, and lined with horsehair. The eggs, three 
in number, are laid in the early part of May, and are ‘583 in. by 
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‘416 in., of a very light pure blue, almost the colour of skim- 
milk, like those of the English Wheat-ear or Starling. 


63.1. JEGITHALISCUS ERYTHROCEPHALUS. Common in well- 
wooded districts. This bird must breed early, for in June they 
were in small flocks. 


638. LOPHOPHANES MELANOLOPHUS. As common as the pre- 
ceding, and frequently in company with it. It also breeds early. 


644. PARUS MONTICOLUS. Several seen at Puera, between 
Nynee Tal and Almorah. TI procured a male and a female. 


645. Parus CINEREUS. Common at Almorah. In April and 
May I found the nest two or three times in holes in terrace- 
walls; it was composed of grass, roots, and feathers, and con- 
tained in each instance nearly full-grown young ones, five in 
number. 


6147. MACHLOLOPHUS XANTHOGENYS. I shot three or four 
of this species at Puera, and afterwards found it numerous in the 
Nynee Tal woods. 


660. Corvus CULMINATUS. <A Crow which I took to be of 
this species is common everywhere, but I never shot one. 


663. Corvus SPLENDENS. Common. 


669. GARRULUS BISPECULARIS. Frequently met with in well- 
wooded districts. It breeds carly, as in June many of them were 
moulting. 


670. GARRULUS LANCEOLATUS. More common than the pre- 
ceding. The young, just out of the nest, were met with in June. 


684. ACRIDOTHERES TRISTIS. Not uncommon at Nynee Tal 
and at Almorah, where it breeds. 


686. AcRIDOTHERES FUSCUS. Common between Almorah and 
Nynce Tal, especially about Ramgurgh. In some rocky cliffs 
near the latter place it breeds plentifully in holes and cliffs of 
the rocks. All the nests had young in June, when I passed the 
place. I believe the bird also breeds in holes m trees, for I saw 
the old birds waiting with food in their bills in a well-wooded 
place far away from cliffs. 
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687. TEMENUCHUS PAGODARUM. A few seen at Almorah, 
and one nest found in a hole in a tree. The eggs are pale blue, 
and smaller than those of the common Myna. 


688. TEMENUCHUS MALABARICUS. Sometimes scen at Al- 
morah, One procured. 


706. Passer INDICUS. Common at Nynee Tal and Almorah. 


724. MELOPHUS MELANICTERUS. Common in the open 
country. The nest is placed in the broken terrace-walls, at the 
foot of a small bush or tuft of grass. I found one in the middle 
of May on a small bank about three feet and a half high, placed 
about two feet from the ground, at the roots of a small scrubby 
bush, and composed of roots, fibres, and grass, lined with hair. 
There were four eggs ; another nest had three only ; they measure 
"75 in. by °583 in., and are of a dull white with a greenish tinge, 
thickly speckled and spotted with reddish-brown and purple- 
grey. The egg is not marked with lines, like a Bunting’s. I 
shot the old birds in each instance. The song of the male is a 
monotonous one, of two or three notes only, constantly repeated. 
The dark chestnut plumage is not assumed till the second year ; 
and young males breed in their first plumage, which exactly 
resembles that of the female. 


738. CARPODACUS ERYTHRINUS. This bird was common at 
Almorah in the middle of April, when I arrived there; early in 
May they all disappeared, having, I suppose, gone further north 
to breed. Seeing the birds in pairs everywhere gave me great 
hopes of obtaining the eggs. 


750. CHRYSOMITRIS SPINOIDES. A few seen in June on the 
top of a high well-wooded mountain near Nynee Tal. I shot a 
mature male. In April this bird was common at Almorah, and 
was then moulting ; in June they were not to be found there. 


767. ALAUDA GULGULA. Common on open ground near 
Almorah, and between that place and Binsur. It is a most 
delightful songster, quite equal to the English Sky-Lark, I think; 
and the song is sweeter; but I do not think it soars for quite 
so long a time. The nest is placed in any little hollow partly 
overgrown with short grass; and I saw one with a stone partly 
overhanging it. It is composed of a small quantity of fine 
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grass. The eggs are three or four in number, and are laid from 
the second week to the end of May. They measure ‘834 in. 
by °625 in., greyish-white, mottled and speckled all over with 
two shades of light brown. Both nest and eggs closely resemble 
those of A. arvensis. 


778. SPHENOCERCUS SPHENURUS. One shot near Binsur. 
793. TURTUR MEENA. Common in well-wooded places. 


794, TURTUR CAMBAYENSIS. Frequently seen near Almorah, 
and one nest procured. 


808. PUCRASIA MACROLOPHA. I have two eggs of this bird, 
given me by a friend; they measure 2-083 in. by 1416 in., 
and are of a buffy-white, spotted all over with lighter and darker 
reddish-brown, so as strongly to resemble those of the English 
Black Grouse. 


810. GaLLopHasis aLBocristatus. I have two eggs of this 
bird, from the same source ; they measure 1°925 in. by 1°458 in., 
and are of a dull buffy-white without spot, very like those of a 
Game Fowl. 


812. GALLUS FERRUGINEUs. Two eggs of this bird measure 
1:75 in. by 1:416 in., and are of a pale buffy-white without 
markings. 

820. CaccaBis CHUKAR. Dr. Govan, of Almorah, gave me a, 
few eggs of this bird laid in confinement ; they measure 1°75 in. 
by 1:25 in., and are of a pale greyish-buff, marked sparingly all 
over with very light greyish-brown, closely resembling those of 
the European C. rufa. 

855. LOBIVANELLUS GOENsIs is met with in the lower valleys. 


In addition to the foregoing birds I have two or three which 
I cannot make out. They may be new to the Indian list. 
One is a Prinia, with a dark ashy-grey band across the chest ; 
another is like a diminutive full-crested Bulbul, a plain brown 
little bird with a dark chestnut-brown head. I was much struck 
with the great scarcity of Eagles and Hawks in Kumaon; I ex- 
pected to find them plentiful, but the reverse was the case. I 
once saw a Sparrow-Hawk, but could not determine the species. 


